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Inspection Scheme Soon to
Flag Firms Dodging EPFO

Yogima Seth

New Delhi: The labour and
employment ministry is
firming up an inspection
scheme to identify estab-
lishments that are eligible
for coverage under the
Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO)
but devise ways to remain
outside the ambit of the so-
cial security coveragetoav-
oid compliance and finan-
cial burden, depriving tho-
usands of workersof social
security benefits.
Currently, establishments
with 20 or more employees
need to be mandatorily re-

gistered with the EPFO for
provident fund, pension
and insurance benefits.

Most establishments keep
their declared headcount
below 20toavoid mandatory
enrolment under the EPFO.

Besides, while workers
with wages up to<15,000 per
month are mandatorily co-
vered under the EPFO
schemes, many organisa-
tions do not offer coverage
to those earning in excess
of thislimit.

Theplanistousedatafrom
GST, income tax and other
government departments
for identifying organisa-
tions that should be covered
under the EPFO.

Financial Inclusion 2.0 Road
Map Set for Review this Week

Dheeraj Tiwari

New Delhi: The finance mi-
nistry will review the pro-
gress of financial inclusion
with banks and stakeholders
thisweek asitfirmsupthero-
admap for Financial Inclu-
sion 2.0. It will also assess the
performance of existing
schemes, including the Atal
Pension Yojana, amid de-
mands to expand coverage
under insurance and pen-
sion programmes, said offici-
als.

“There have been demands
toincreasethe coverage amo-
unt under the Jan Suraksha
schemes, including Atal Pen-
sion Yojana. The review will

REC Q4 Profit Declines
22% on Lower Income

New Delhi: State-run lender
RECreported a 21.7% year-on-
year fall in consolidated net
profit for the March quarter to
%3,375.08 crore, weighed down
by lower income. Consolidated
interestincome on loan assets
declined 5.5% on-year to
13,827.18 crore, while total
income fell 5% to 14,583.39
crore.—Our Bureau

take into account the pro-
gress made in these schemes
and other parameters, inclu-
ding timely settlement of cla-
ims,” said one of the officials,
who did not wish to be identi-
fied.

In the past, the govern-
ment has received sugges-
tions to increase the insu-
rance cover under life and
accident insurance policies,
Pradhan MantriJeevan Jyo-
ti Bima Yojana and Pradhan
Mantri Suraksha Bima Yo-
jana, tob5lakh from the exis-
ting ?21akh. “There was also
aproposal to increase the gu-
aranteed pension amount in
Atal Pension Yojana to
310,000 per month,” said the
official.

SPECIFIC PROCUREMENT NOTICE

The Project Director, Kerala Climate Resilient Agri Value
Chain Modernisation (KERA) Project (The World Bank
Project ID No.: P178254) invites expression of interest (Eol)
for the following Request for Expression of Interest (REol)
from eligible consultants:
1. Consulting services: Hiring of Agri-Finance Specialist
Last date of submission of Eol is 23rd May 2026,11:00 AM.
The tender Document can be downloaded from KERA
website (https://kera.kerala.gov.in/notifications) starting
from 24th April 2026, 10:00 AM.

Sd/- Project Director
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